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ance, confidering Two of the Stems alone contain 
each above iooo Rings: Some of thefe Stems were 
above Two Yards and an half high. I have to add, 
that this Plant was a Seedling laft Year, tranfplanted 
out of the Fields on the End of a floping Strawberry- 
bed h and I counted the Rings in the Middle of laft 
July, when it had Thoufands of Flowers upon it, 
which, with Thoufands that muft ftill fucceed, might 
very probably produce more than 50000 Seeds * more, 
confidering 1000 Rings contain 12000 Seeds and 
more ; and if we multiply the Number of Rings 
a&ually counted, by 14, the Number of Seeds con- 
tained in one Ring, inftead of 12, wc fhall have an 
Addition of 20000 Seeds, all which, added together, 
amount to 200000, the poflible Increafe of one 
Seed. 

Macclesfield, Sept. 1. 1742* J°ftph Hohjbth 



V. Excerpta ex Epiftola CI Viri Joh. Am- 
brofii Beureri ad Peer. Collinfon, R. S. S. de 
nat ma Succiru. 

DE Succino non folum negative* 
fed etiam affirmative* h#c ert Sen- 
tentia mea : Succinum vel Ambram citrinam fuccum 
eflfe arborum refinofum ncgo & pernego, ob fequentes 
ratiunculas. Primum mihi non verifimile videtur 
ijium fuccinum per terram tranfire in mare : nam 
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* Even fuppoiing many of the Flowers to produce no Seed. 

unde 
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undo iftetranfitns? cum tamen arborcs mari non tain 
propinqua fint. 

Peinde neutiquam hxc rcfina, ficut aqua, terrain 
permeare, & in ilia tarn copiofe fe diffunderequeat j 
fed potius, fi hoc poflibile effct, in fuperficic. terras 
hxreret, rigeret, & confifteret. 

Prxterea calor folis, quanquam magnus & conti* 
nuus, neutiquam ejufmodi flumen refinarum efficerc 
vel producere poteft; quo multi fubterranei traftus 
cxpleantur. Exfudatio cnim refinarum per guttulas 
fieri folet, quarum minima pars terrain attingit, fed 
potius cuti arboris adhxrent. Porro cur in ejufmodi 
locis fuccinum haud raro reperitur, ex.gr. in monti 
bus, foflis ac foveis, & quibus tamen nunquam arborcs 
fatae fucrunt? Poftremo argumenta qux honoratif- 
fimus amicus ex diftiilatione 'acidi vitriolici cum tcrc- 
binthina eduxir, probanda non probant, quia quidem 
aliquid bituminofi exinde producitur, quod vero 
nondum fuccimim verum eft : caret enim produ&um 
interna sequali mixtione, fed etiam diaphanitate, 
elafticitate> duritieque. Hoc enim faciliori modo, & 
fere extempore, produci queat per mixtionem oiei 
alicujus deftillati setherei, cum acido vitriolico con- 
centrator ex qua mixtione ftatim quoddam bitumi- 
nofum, fed non fuccinum oritur. 

Sed etiam nunc addo, ea qua par eft animi obfer- 
vantia ac modeftia, quid ego, fecundum tenues ia~ 
genii mei vires, de origine fuccini fentio. Sued- 
num originem fuam non ex vegetabili, fed mineral!, 
id eft, ex tenero bituminofo (ex. gr. oleo Naphte) &: 
acido fulphureo vitriolico, quod in forma halitus fc 
immifcet, & eo ipfo illud ftatim indurefcit, traherc 
mihi credibile videtur. Id quoque probat fuccinum 

T t foffile, 



C ?*4 ] 

foffilc, ubi fcmpcr j uti Tu ipfe, Vir Clarissime, 
in Uteris tuis illius rei memoriam fecifti 5 in ejuf- 
modi duftibus, ex quibus fuccinum efFoditur: in 
tra&u nempe luti coerulei etiam lignum bitumino- 
fum, lithanthraces, minera vitriolica (haud raro alu« 
minis) verumque fuccinum permixtis inveniri folet, 
quod propria experientia me docuit. Succinum 
vero, quod in marl reperitur, non alio modo oritur, 
quam illud, quod ex du&ibus montium promitur; 
nifi quod mare #ftuans illud fluftibus fuis, & dudtibus 
vi expellat, & partim ad ripas, partim vero in abyf- 
lum maris evomat. 

Filum nunc abrumpo, propter ar&os limites cpi- 
ftolx me« pracfixos, hoc unicum adhuc adjiciensj 
quod quemadmodum acidum vitriolicum una cum 
bituminofo formam & fpeciem fuccini producat; 
illud acidum etiam in forma fubtilifata & concen- 
trator (fine aliqua deftruftione partis alicujus confti- 
ttitivi) hoc penitus diflblvat, & in eodem ftatii 
rurfus relinquat, priftinamque illius duritiem, diapka- 
mtatem, & elajiicttatem reducat. 

Vale, fis fauftus felixque, & nunquam immemor 
Tut add i&i film i. 

Dab. Noribergtf, 
die 20 Oftob. 1742. 
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